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IN A “NEW WORLD” SENSE Detroit, Michigan, is 
a very old city, practically the oldest in the Midwest, and one of a 
limited few in the United States which can lay claim to nearly three 
centuries of continuous existence, The heart of the city dates back to 
the very beginning of the eighteenth century, 1701. For six decades 
thereafter it was a center of French domination for the vast empire 
we now know as the upper Great Lakes region-the area adjacent to 
Lakes Huron, Michigan, and Superior. Then followed nearly four 
decades of English rule with Detroit again a key point from which to 
control this vast area. Thus from its earliest times Detroit was not the 
usual frontier post made up of backwoodsmen, but was a center of 
influence made up of leaders who brought to the city a broad cultural 
base which had a marked effect on the development of the community 
and its institutions through succeeding years. 
It is a matter of record, now preserved in the archives at Lansing, 
Michigan, that one of the very earliest known references to a public 
library that can be found anywhere is the written plea of October 18, 
1808, from Detroit’s pioneer priest, Father Gabriel Richard, addressed 
to the Legislature of the Michigan territorial government asking for 
the “framing of a Beginning of [a] public library” in Detr0it.l That 
was nearly half a century before the date used by C. B. Joeckel in the 
following statement from his monumental book on library govern- 
rnente2 “Even before 1850 a few isolated examples of town libraries 
supported in one way or another by public funds were to be found in 
New England.” 
The same caliber of advanced thinking regarding libraries was 
shown in 1835 when Article X of Michigan’s &st state constitution 
made provision for a library in every township. Still later, in 1863, 
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when there were still only a few public libraries in this country, the 
aims and purposes of the Detroit Public Library then about to be 
established were defined. That statement has stood the test of time 
and can scarcely be improved on today despite a century of refine- 
ments by the American Library Association and the library profession. 
It is little wonder that the Detroit Public Library, which is the prod- 
uct of a long heritage of library pioneering, should itself have a most 
anomalous legal position. Surprising though it will be to many, the 
library is not a part of the Detroit city government but instead is a 
separate “local government” created by the State. This fact, which has 
been of great help to the library many times in the past, may now 
realize its greatest potential. Because the Detroit Library Commission 
holds title to property in its own name, and because it can contract in 
its own right, its unusual legal position may facilitate the development 
of metropolitan area support for the library. 
Since 1945 the Detroit Public Library has been organized and oper- 
ated as two separate but coordinated libraries, each with its own ob- 
jectives: (1)the Home Reading Services, made up of all those services 
which are responsible for the wide dissemination of existing knowl- 
edge, namely, the branch libraries, the Extension Department, the 
Schools Department, the Foreign Language Collection, and in the 
Main Library building, the Browsing Library, the Children’s Library, 
and the Educational Film Department; and ( 2 )  the Reference Services 
made up of ten very large specialized departments such as Technology 
and Science, Sociology and Economics, Fine Arts, Language and Lit- 
erature, Music and the Performing Arts, Business and Finance, etc. 
The reference departments have responsibility for developing their 
subjects in depth. Most of their materials are permitted to circulate, 
but the departments have no responsibility for the mass circulation of 
books. To safeguard against the departments becoming unwittingly 
involved in mass distribution, a limit of three copies of any one title 
has been established for them. If public demand requires a larger 
stock, the problem is referred to the Home Reading Services for han- 
dling. 
The responsibilities of the two major services of this library have 
been delineated so that there may be no uncertainty regarding what 
is intended when it is pointed out that the current objective is to de- 
velop area-wide support for the in-depth collections of the Main Li- 
brary. Perhaps some day it may be well to have interchangeable use 
of library facilities between libraries at the popular level but that is 
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not being considered now, It is felt that at this time we can fully and 
ably justify common support by many communities of a unique service 
which most of them could not afford to maintain alone and which need 
not be duplicated in the metropolitan area if all residents of the area 
have the opportunity to use it when they wish to do so. This proposal 
would give practical implementation to the state plan of Michigan 
(and of other states) which recognizes the need for maintaining dif- 
ferent levels of library service to provide adequately for the reading 
needs of people. 
There is an urgency for this type of joint support to be developed 
and developed soon. As the curtain now rises for the beginning of the 
second century of the Detroit Public Library’s service, the background 
scene of the community has changed. The great industrial expansion 
in Detroit and the population explosion that came with it are phe- 
nomena of the early twentieth century. Detroit truly exemplifies what 
might be termed the urban revolution of our time, that is, the bur- 
geoning of the core city with the influx of new residents followed by 
the flight to the suburbs by both residents and business. The city’s 
peak population, nearly two million persons, was reached in the 1950 
census. Then in the decade of the 1950’s, like almost all the major cities 
in the United States, Detroit’s population declined although the pop- 
ulation of the metropolitan area continued to soar. It was during that 
period that the gross population of the suburbs first exceeded the pop- 
ulation of the city. Predictions, as will be seen from Table 1, now 
TABLE 1 
Population of Detroit and of the Detroit Standard Metropolitan Area 
Detroit Per Cent in 
Year Detroit Only Metropolitan Area Detroit 
1940 1,618,849 2,377,394 68% 
1950 1,849,568 3,016,197 61% 
1960 1,670~44 3,762,360 44% 
1970 1,541,407 4,375,580 35% 
1980 1,395,294 5,137,692 27% 
Source: [Reference 41 
indicate that the city proper will continue to decline even while the 
Standard Metropolitan Area will continue to expand. By 1980 it is 
anticipated that the core city will constitute only slightly more than 
one-fourth of the entire region. Obviously so small a part of the total 
population as one-fourth should not be expected, nor would it be able, 
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to maintain a large, expensive library service for the entire district to 
use. However, before the big reference-research collections of the 
Detroit Main Library begin to weaken from malnutrition, steps must 
be taken to continue their development and their general effectiveness. 
Earlier reference was made to the flight of great industrial corpo- 
rations to the suburbs where more land was available for new, more 
efficient factory plants. This change created a tax imbalance. The very 
substantial taxes of a great part of the industry are now being paid to 
one or another of the satellite cities while the costly, specialized library 
services required by the industry are being provided by an entirely 
different taxing area, that of the core city. Almost daily throughout 
the year, trucks come to the Detroit Main Library to pick up materials 
needed in the research or other departments of various companies. 
From the city of Warren in Macomb County come General Motors 
trucks. From Dearborn in western Wayne County come Ford Motor 
Company trucks. From Ferndale in Oakland County come Ethyl Cor- 
poration trucks. So continuous is this corporate call that special “com- 
pany cards” have been issued, a special book-charging arrangement 
made to facilitate picking up material by the corporation messengers, 
and a special parking area has been assigned for company use near 
the Library’s shipping dock. The Detroit Public Library has cooperated 
fully and generously in providing this out-of-the-city service because 
the economic health of the total metropolitan community is served in 
this way. 
To appreciate more fully the importance of this highly developed 
library service to the three-county complex which contains 138 cities 
and townships in the metropolitan area, brief reference is made to an 
uncompleted report which will be published shortly before this article 
appears in print. The study in question is investigating the potential 
for industrial growth in the Detroit area, and has examined first the 
potential for diversity in industry in Detroit. Of the twenty major types 
of industries in this country, all are represented with major develop- 
ments in Detroit except two-tobacco and leather goods. Having 
established this fact, the study then investigated the research resources 
here that would be available to any industry coming to the area. Three 
institutions will be designated as having real importance for such 
work. Two are universities-Wayne State University and the Univer- 
sity of Michigan at Ann Arbor (the latter because of its proximity al- 
though it is not within the three-county area). Both of these great uni- 
versities with their distinguished scholars and other facilities have a 
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very great and direct contribution to make to the area development. 
The third institution, and the only other one to be cited, is the Detroit 
Public Library because of its reference-research book collections. This 
study, to be published by the Area Redevelopment Administration of 
the U.S.Department of Commerce, will probably be known as the 
Detroit Research Complex Study, Nothing could more effectively state 
the case for area-wide support or even partial state support of the 
Detroit Main Library than this study by outsiders for the purpose of 
producing an objective appraisal of the area’s strengths and aids for 
industry. 
Highly important as a big library is to industrial research workers, 
one nevertheless must not overlook the importance that an in-depth 
library has for educated people generally. From unpublished data col-
lected by the Detroit Public Library, it is known that the greatest 
number of individual non-Detroiters using the Main Library come 
from the “privileged” suburban communities, most of which have no 
industry but do have residents with a very high average educational 
level. Grosse Pointe, Oak Park, and Birmingham held three of the top 
four places in the study. Dearborn, which includes some fine residential 
areas as well as the Ford Motor Company, was the fourth city heading 
the study list. This tends to underscore the fact that not only is De- 
troit the center of the area economically but that it is the hub educa- 
tionally, socially, and culturally as well. 
One of the great deterrents to the starting of any large cooperative 
venture involving two or more governments is the financing of the 
necessary capital expenditures. In the case of the Detroit area library 
service, this problem has been eliminated entirely. The big, extensive, 
and expensive background book collections are already available. What 
is often an even greater stumbling block-providing the needed build- 
ing facilities-likewise has already been provided. Nearing completion 
is a new eleven million dollar addition to a previously fine Main Li- 
brary structure. The floor space has thus been increased from 180,000 
square feet to 420,000 square feet, ample for the enlarged role should 
the library be regionalized. Both of these major assets, the book col- 
lection and the housing, have been provided by the Detroit residents. 
The non-Detroiters are merely being asked to share in the continuing 
development and operation of the library which they will share in 
using. 
It is believed that the Detroit approach in seeking a solution for the 
metropolitan area problem will avoid one of the great human resist- 
t h l  
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ances to any joint effort involving core city and suburbs. No library, 
regardless of how small it may be, will be required to surrender any 
of its present prerogatives or any part of its independence. Each will 
continue to select its books for general reading as well as for local 
reference just as it always has in the past. 
Financing the project likewise will not disturb present operations 
for any of the participating libraries. Instead of trying to get each 
library to contribute from its own operating funds, new funds will be 
sought. As a first step, funds from a foundation are being enlisted for 
a three-year experiment in having the Detroit Main Library serve as 
the common in-depth library center for the entire metropolitan district. 
It is hoped too that federal funds may be obtained to study the project 
in the hope that some sound, equitable basis may be developed for 
spreading the operating costs among the various beneficiaries. Once 
a proper formula for assessing costs has been developed, the three 
counties concerned will be asked to make direct appropriations to 
continue the service after foundation funds are withdrawn. Last, it is 
likely that an appeal will be made for a direct grant from the state 
government to compensate the Detroit Public Library for the out-city 
services it renders to other communities. 
There was a time when cooperative arrangements of the type here 
discussed might have seemed unrealistic and visionary. This is no 
longer true. Today they are considered to be advantageous and eco- 
nomical. On the front page of the Wall Street Journal of November 
19, 1964, the following headline expressed the new thinking: “More 
Suburbs Buy Municipal Services from Big Neighbors . . . New State 
Laws Expedite the Trend.” 
The problem of the relationship of core city and suburbs in provid- 
ing a total library service is not something unique to Detroit, It is 
national in scope. There are variations from city to city as to the need 
and the nature of the problem. Some cities, for example, are basically 
made up of factory branches and distribution offices of the great cor- 
porations. Seldom are these areas involved in the need for highly de- 
veloped library research facilities. Detroit, on the other hand, is a city 
where great corporations have their central planning and research or-
ganizations. Of the twelve largest corporations in the country, from 
the standpoint of value of sales, three are based in Detroit. Similarly, 
Detroit is the headquarters for six international trade unions. These 
too are involved in a great deal of research efforts. At one time, before 
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he assumed his present office, Governor George Romney predicted that 
the next big industry to develop in Detroit would be “research.” 
The developments of the Detroit Public Library over the past twenty 
years-( a )  establishing a new internal plan of organization, ( b )  de- 
fining the level of expansion to which each subject area should be 
carried, and ( c )  carrying out a very large Main Library construction 
program-have all helped in preparing the Library to assume an im- 
portant place in a new complex society of municipalities. To what ex-
tent other large public libraries may have followed parallel courses is 
unknown to this writer, but within the next twenty-five years other 
great municipal public libraries will undoubtedly have to move in 
this direction, or total library service will not become a reality for 
many thousands or millions of people in the burgeoning metropolitan 
areas of our nation. 
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